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<FONT FACE=\"Times New Roman\" SIZE=\"4\">be found were dispatched at a moment's notice to<BR>Essex, that at all costs he must by forced marches<BR>bring the King to action.   At the same time the<BR>deputies of the home counties received urgent in- <BR>structions to impede the King's progress in every way<BR>possible.    Essex suddenly realising that he was on<BR>the brink of irreparable disaster, set out for Worcester<BR>with unwonted dispatch, in pursuit of the royal army.<BR>On October i8th Hampden and Brooke entered<BR>Stratford-on-Avon, and drove a Royalist force from<BR>possession of the bridge.    The King, however, had<BR>crossed the Avon to the north of Stratford, passing<BR>through Southam, and on the 20th the outposts were<BR>at Banbury.    By the 22nd his main army had reached<BR>the neighbourhood of Edgehill, and towards midnight<BR>Rupert watching from the brow of Sunrising saw<BR>lights moving in the Vale of the Red Horse.    He was<BR>unable to account for these, but at daybreak their<BR>meaning was revealed.    Essex was discovered in full<BR>formation outside the little town of Kineton some<BR>two miles distant.    Charles was about to follow his<BR>outposts towards Banbury, when the news reached<BR>him.    He at once occupied the upper slopes and<BR>crest of the hill in full array, facing the enemy.    On<BR>this gray  October  Sunday morning,   there  was  a<BR>feeling of surprise in both armies, as suddenly they<BR>found  themselves face to face at striking distance.<BR>Essex  had  roused  himself to  some  purpose,   but<BR>although, being in a friendly county, he was more<BR>mobile than the King, he had by no means expected<BR>so rapidly to come up with the object of his pursuit.<BR>Nor had Charles expected that his progress towards<BR>London would be so speedily arrested.</FONT><BR>\
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<SPAN class=font2 style=\" line-height:13.8pt;\">be found were dispatched at a moment's notice to<BR>Essex, that at all costs he must by forced marches<BR>bring the King to action.   At the same time the<BR>deputies of the home counties received urgent in- <BR>structions to impede the King's progress in every way<BR>possible.    Essex suddenly realising that he was on<BR>the brink of irreparable disaster, set out for Worcester<BR>with unwonted dispatch, in pursuit of the royal army.<BR>On October i8th Hampden and Brooke entered<BR>Stratford-on-Avon, and drove a Royalist force from<BR>possession of the bridge.    The King, however, had<BR>crossed the Avon to the north of Stratford, passing<BR>through Southam, and on the 20th the outposts were<BR>at Banbury.    By the 22nd his main army had reached<BR>the neighbourhood of Edgehill, and towards midnight<BR>Rupert watching from the brow of Sunrising saw<BR>lights moving in the Vale of the Red Horse.    He was<BR>unable to account for these, but at daybreak their<BR>meaning was revealed.    Essex was discovered in full<BR>formation outside the little town of Kineton some<BR>two miles distant.    Charles was about to follow his<BR>outposts towards Banbury, when the news reached<BR>him.    He at once occupied the upper slopes and<BR>crest of the hill in full array, facing the enemy.    On<BR>this gray  October  Sunday morning,   there  was  a<BR>feeling of surprise in both armies, as suddenly they<BR>found  themselves face to face at striking distance.<BR>Essex  had  roused  himself to  some  purpose,   but<BR>although, being in a friendly county, he was more<BR>mobile than the King, he had by no means expected<BR>so rapidly to come up with the object of his pursuit.<BR>Nor had Charles expected that his progress towards<BR>London would be so speedily arrested.</SPAN><BR>\
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